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raised; but as this particular corporation was a
Puritan commonwealth, the issue was so vital
to its continuance as to lead to the charge of un-
just and illegal oppression. On moral grounds
a defence of the colony is always possible, though
it is difficult to uphold the Massachusetts system.
It was certainly neither popular nor democratic,
tolerant nor progressive, and in any case it must
eventually have undergone transformation from
within. The city of Boston was increasing in
wealth and importance, and trade was bringing
it into ever closer contact with the outside world.
There were growing up in the colony more open-
minded and progressive men who were opposing
the dominance of the country party, which found
its last governor in Leverett, its chief advocates
among the clergy, and its strength in the House
of Representatives, and which wished to preserve
things as they always had been. The leaders of
this conservative party, Danforth, Nowell, Cooke,
and others, struggled courageously against all
concessions, but they were bound to be beaten in
the end.

That the conservative members of the colony
were thoroughly in earnest and thoroughly con-
vinced of the absolute righteousness of their posi-